> 


-J 


o 
O 


Ui 


i 


Speeches  Honoring 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Lawrence  Y.  Sherman 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
(formerly  referenced  as  Manuscript  Files) 


LAWRENCE  Y.  SHERMAN, 
ILLINOIS. 

3Cmfccl  ^ictie^  ^emxh^ 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

February  17,  1916 


Er.  Albert  H.  Griffith, 
FisiT,  vZisconsin. 

Dear  Mr.  Griffith: 


I  have  your  request  of  the  fourteenth  for 
a  copy  of  my  address  delivered  on  February  twelfth  at 
3prin?Tfield,  Illinois  beforo  the  Lincoln  Centennial  Association. 
This  has  not  yet  been  put  in  print  and  should  it  be  printed 
later  I  v/ill  forward  you  a  copy.      1  am  enclosing  a  carbon 


copy  herewith  for  use  at  this  tine. 


Very  truly  yours. 


-•'  • .  Ul« 

by 

^  u«»  '"'  ■  ■  "H^j^^^ wj^^gp^lpp^^^jj^^  »  ■^mmmmm'    t      —  ■  m  n 

w  kmu  *»ti<itttt**j|.t/  :*afii'  H  u'sctiii'  birthrli^t  to  ^  noble  mlriu  tiw.xi  i^.  bcimiter 

o^om*         i  EAortal  duttt  piV    thouiitq^  ldJE»giB  1ft  mingled  with  the  e«irth*  The 

•hopl^jl^^Jl:^  apyg  Wirt  IWG        i  titde*  4kjr*e  eil<dxtt  fftr«Ter«     l!he  filiad<Mn        the  throne 

arf.  Taxviehed*     ]i<^.  ^ es^ioneiTe  Tolcei^  aiMwer  ti»»  roll  oall  of  their  forf^ttei:  mm»». 

^jLvarlce         t^  fabled  touch  of  Mldaa  can  neither  grasp  nor  understand  the 

imperieh&ble  rX^t9  of  tsmiBmi^j^tmiL  Mti#«.a;  fhe  cearadeship  of  toil  i«  the  thresholcS 

of,  eymp»tht^0  und«M^ii<»u4ing*     'ivn  patrlclime  enter  there.     It  le  denied  to  the 

idler  and  thi  elugg^ariSv      It  oonMNi  only  to  those  who  have  etiM^led  with  ^-dveree  f^t«, 

with  dieappoiataaent  and  diecouraeeaientt  with  hardship  nnd  nei^ect,  who  hi^ve  known 

eorrow  «4id  |;ei,%^  the  iinijkl  «i^a  fortime  turn^itd  her  f^oe  ssnjpr, 

Eov  corjnon  the  eteps  bj?  wi^oh  the  lowljr  tIb^^  who  toil  with  htuaan  h^ide  in 

field  or  mill    i^  sqI,!  or  ahop.     iiow  trlTl^l  th«  first  am&Q  efforts  th»t  mrk  ther^ 

beating  wing  of  the  oh^nleae  iriind  before  It  tai»«  its  n.i^t  to  the  r«K<te  of  thoa^^t 

and  action*     ^Die  hutable  taeJie  well  done  ia  then  .lihe  oerta^n  etep  to  o-^er  thini>:8. 

je^oiiiing  but  the  elepnental  tiX2^iYe«*     ^sv^^rsr  atosn  ^xnd  fiber  of  the  elements 

ar| .^(^Qxasenplaoe .     There  is  no  ehort  and  aunny  road  to  ability  sxtiA  hi^  aohleTeneut. 

The  nettlet  mS^  M%Qm»  and  duet  jMI^HMl^igr  beeet  the  wcij  where  genius  tnmle  to  its 

loft^  goal*     Xhe  e^ey  road  le£^  to  the  medlM^  and  d«ca^« 

Qenlua      >the  miraole  of  translated  toil,     in  that  din  re^on  where  thou^t 

hiBnsn  Ifibor 

is  bpn*  \ht  4<^^t;^4pdf?|^.oX/i?tol»  its  itipreeeioiiSa     It  atorea  :aeiBoriea»  vast 
war«|)«fU|ij^.  with  t)3%  fjjiplj^a  f^^l^M^ -f^^  nnd  eximriftnoa.      It me^iaorea,  w«i^if»,  apprala#K 

eternal  n^^etery  aoserts  its  change- 
less  sway  imd  w^re  ipr.Qrt0.lity  dawn^  on  hwam  iRi^ith  miA  unrteret^ndinr;.     Genius  Ss 
not  aere  intalldot.  neither  is  it  toiOSimftSi .    1%  la  hotki  combined  with  under st£^ndin^: 
and  Cid&seless  lahor  Halted  with  Xoye  and  fs^ith.     The  nere  logioiiaii  lucixn  the  et^.tee> 
man'a  faith  and  hope  and  symt>atjlwitic  peroeption  of  the  years  to  oome.     Genius  is  akin 
to  r6li{3la|i  1«L  vhi«h  me  laothar's  hop«  iuid  vusd^ln^  faith  Is  bettc^r  thr.u  the  wise 

.t^ll  wonder  it  Is  incoln  ssjwiyiii  to  Bom     i^ysitic.     Vxa  hf^d  coiiiq  a  Icr^^ 
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S<mm*y  tram  hia  lowly  o»bln  to  th©  rnartyr^s  f^r;    Kothinf?  ©scaped  hit  attention 
on  the  way*     He  snw  and  understood  the  relation  of  the  ooromonplace  things  and  aots 
of  life  to  er^ater  deeda.     Hia  hands  first  earned  his  daily  bread.     His  mind  and 
oharaoter  irresistibly  imrif€  him  for  other  thin^.     Ke  mnm  and  ax>plied  the  eternal 
operation  of  moral  tmths  in  the  affairs  of  men.     He  knew  suoh  truth  linked  his 
generation  wltn  the  xmreVealed  future  and  reached  into  the  realms  of  immortality. 
Because  of  thie  some  tines  politicians  oould  not  understand  his  x)olitlos,  nor 
stateanen  his  statestnane^iip.     He  wrouf^t  his  craft  on  a  hi<^er  lerel  than  the 
ttverac^  man*     His  achievements  ohallenged  the  attention  of  the  historiiuai,  the 
statesman  and  philospher* 

£^ry  day  soaiB  one  says  the  hffb  of  miraeles  Is  past*     No  ons  loaows  if 
this  is  so  fox^  few  would  be  eonrinoed  if  one  were  wrou^t.     f|0»e  «iu>  saw  it  would 
not  believe.     Those  tn^o  were  told  of  it  would  say  it  never  happensd.     The  f«w  ifto 
believed  and  arowed  their  faith  would  be  sti^i^tixed  as  dopes  or  liars.     As  &0e  moA 
experience  oome  vij?<m  us  we  beeome  prosaic,    World  wearisd  wanlrind  is  wedded  to  th« 
oonnonplaoe.     The  level  of  the  averaf;e  man  and  the  nverage  thlngis  stretches  oat 
in  a  seeminsly  boundless  plain  before  the  routine  of  daily  life.     There  scostiUM 
seems  to  be  novwlty  only  for  the  younet  the  inexperienced.     They  alone  turn  the 
paifss  of  lifs  and  read  eaeh  one  as  something  new.     The  stoio  1^0  says  thi^re  is 
nothing  now  under  the  sun  however  is  in  ^ievous  error.     Novelty  relates  alone  to 
human  life*     Life  had  its  isomin«rt  noon  and  night.     To  eaeh  who  live  throu|^ 
mankind's  seven  successive  etages  eaeh  experience  and  revelation  are  new.     Ho  one 
but  a  cynic  ever  loses  his  love  of  the  oomnonplaoe  and  'lijit'ii  relation  to  the  largev 
aoooraplirtiments  of  a  oompleted  life.     It  is  only  aear  ite  close  eaeh  learns  there 
is  little  new  except  human  love  and  hwian  sorrow.     Then  we  know  that  eaeh  has 
traveled  with  us  as  an  insfparable  ooinpanion  whose  shadow  follows  us  from  the  bestn 
ning  to  the  end* 

Across  the  even  plain  of  coanonplaoe  lifs  there  mlk  sosie  in  their  gener- 
ation ^o  seo  beneath  the  ooninon  things  and  beyond  the  average  man.     3o  many  of 
the  unooiuaon  enaa  have  risen  from  the  ranks  of  humble  circwastRnce.     Kow  little  we 
tnow  sfter  all  of  those  oorroon  things  of  earth  and  air  and  lie^t  and  darkness ,  of 
hGPt        f>oV\  pnfl  fire  and  water  and  life  and  death.      They  are  all  matters  of  fact, 
nnen  w©  strive  to  qo  "back  of  then,  how  we  sttmble.     The  scientist  penetrates  a 
>  ittle  way  and  loses  himself  in  definitions.     The  philosopher  msditrxtes  nnd  after 


w«a]7  thought  Mtumw  to  ttlM  tmlth  of  hia  ohlldliood*     Lltaratiaro  exploro*  Its  realns 
aM  at  last  ttopft  at  tli«  ssma  liisit&tioaji  that  bar  tmlettered  life.     7he  chemist  In 
his  laboratory  ffrop99  emoeag  Ms  ooiBl9l3S»  tions  mid  syrnbols  onl^  to  stop  at  tho  )»aaprittr* 
Uors  atad  there  patient  rsssarch  f^rasps  saao  Tltal  truth  nnd  when  It  Is  ]cno«m  the  nal* 
tltvds  juarrel  at  its  siispXlolty.     The  Inventor  charts  an  tmloiovm  method  to  use  na- 
ture's forces  to  Itmlld  for  hoiaan  good<»     Ililllons  travel  then  the  wa^  that  has  been 
biased  and  use  inventions  as  the  alphabet  of  a  ne«r  Industrial  llfSa     The  v^tla  and 
^dreamer  diyell  In  a  world  that  othcirs  think  a  region  of  rairao&e  or  superstition  or  the 
the  supematiiral. 

Upon  averse  one  of  us  nature  lanKes  as  lar^  a  dsmand  on  our  belief  as  rairaoles 
do  on  our  faith.     Hha  first  blade  of  girms  or  the  first  leaf  that  bent  to  the  breath 
of  sj^ring  is  as  ^reat  a  nlraele  as  the  resurrection  of  our  hwian  dead*     Wh£tt  does  swre 
reason  loiow  of  either?     2iature  i>raetio«»a  an  «loheis^  vm  do  not  imdsrstand*  From 
inert  earth  and  sun  and  rain  and  soil  she  brinj^  forth  plant  life  in  its  cnaltltudlnous 
forms  of  use  and  beauty,     Prom  the  dead  and  lifeless  substances  hmsan  life  builds  its 
mortal  habitation  In  vvhlch  it  dwells  to  live  and  act  during  its  allotted  span* 
fhrou^  it  all  somo  subtle  ehsmlstx^  defies  the  wit  of  mrau     We  only  see  tiAiat  nature 
does.     How  or  frtHH  idxat  source  it  cocies  tm  Know  no  more  then  the  first  one  to  ponder 
over  the  insorutable  n^stery. 

In  the  routine  deeds  of  life  irtien  does  the  aloh«^  of  htsnian  affairs  tran- 
slate the  coBsiio»|>lace  to  the  heroic  and  the  subltoel  Greatness  is  an  acotoaolation 
to  ifhi<&  many  contribute  and  on©  crosms  it  nil.     History  and  fame  ■write  hi^  the 

nass  who  executes  the  will  and  directs  the  Tjurpose  of  niany  but  Lincoln  never  for^iot 
in  it* 

the  many  from  whose  ranlcs  he  sprang* 

Lincoln  once  desx)ondently  said  that  if  he  were  to  die  he  had  Joined  his 
naine  with  no  enduring  question  that  wcal-^  m-am  hirr\  renenbf^ired  by  his  generation. 
Within  seven  yer^rs  he  hiid  be«in  elected  ^resideiit  ^  second  time,  a  great  oivil  war  had 
been  oarrit^d  to  a  successful  conclusion,  slavery  liad  been  strlcjcen  from  all  the  states  ^ 
the  rei)Ubllo  finally  d*-»dlcated  to  the  principle  thf-t  all  men  are  free,  the  Union  pre- 
served, the  Koveriuaen^        maorc^d  from  the  supr«ae  test  in  »trencrth,  stability  and 
hdnor  and  Lincoln,  dead  by  an  asaassln^s  h^d,  had  imssed  into  the  ages  as  one  of  the 
eolossal  flfrures  in  the  world •«  history. 

The  world  loamod        ■l..  lities  in  seven  years*  United  States 

first  heard  of  him  in  1968.     Pew  outside  of  Illinois  Unew  of  hlci  before  that  time* 
y.r  'or  ,Tohn  A.  WalcefloW  gerv^^d  in  th*5  niack  Hawft  War  of  1632  snd  1833,      Lincoln  was  a 


ciiptaliii  in  %tmt  war  mA  XslX^t  &  private      rMnllitnie&t.     vt'alcefield's  history  of 
the  Black  Hmsrii:  W?ir  dooa  not  oiention  Lincoln's  nsoM* 

Honry  Brown  wrot«»  Illinois  history  in  a  booK:  of  some  Inmdreds  j9f  jpa|t»t* 
It  ended  in  1844.     Lincoln  was  then  thirt7«>five  yeazv  old*     His  name  is  not  foxmd 
in  this  history* 

(Governor  John  He/nolds  wrote  Illinois  history  to  July  4,  18&5«    His  vsmm 
does  not  <^ppmr  in  its  pa^s.     He  was  in  his  forty-seventh  year  when  that  historiaa 
ended  his  lahors* 

FrodericOc  Gerhart  wrote  Illinois  history  to  1856.     Lincoln  w&s  then  in  his 
forty-ei^th  year*     His  nMine  does  not  appear. 

Thorns  Ford  was  Governor  of  Illinois  &nd  widely  acquainted  in  the  state*  In 

the  preface  to  his  history  of  Illinois  which  chronicles  men  zmd  events  to  1847  he  says{ 

'*  I  wrote  ahout  small  events  and  little  laen  for  two  reasons* 

First  there  was  nothing  ala«  to  write  ahoat  and  second  those 
smell  HBtters  seemed  best  c&lculated  to  illustrate  tBat  I 
wanted  to  prawdfiate  amonf  the  people." 

In  the  hody  of  the  history  he  says: 

*♦  San^Binon  County,  Illinois,  wns  then  represented  Ijy  two 
sen-utors  »ind  seven  representatives  calls  d  the  *^1otlq  nine'* 
all  whlea  ^t  one.     Amonr:  them  wore  some  dexterous  Jug- 
glers in  politics  whose  vihole  object  was  to  obtain  the 
seat  of  f^vemraent  ct  Sprliurfield." 

Lincoln* B  first  ai^pearence  between  the  lids  of  a  book  found  In  the  libjrarles  Is 

therefore  as  "a  dexterotis  political  juggler."     At  the  time  Ford  closed  his  history 

Lincoln  was  thirty-eif^t  years  old.     The  last  edition  of  the  Western  Annals  wrote 

history  te  1866.     He  was  then  past  forty-seven  yeiprs  old.     His  name  does  not  ap-perr 

in  ite  many  hundreds  of  pages.     It  ni^X  be  said  that  those  local  historians  looked 

backward  rather  than  to  the  i-resent.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  they  wrote  of  many 

living  ta«n*     It  is  ai.parent  that  Lincoln  did  not  fall  within  their  horiscm  at  the 

several  diateB  named  as  a  coraraanding  figure  within  the  ken  of  the  historian.     Let  me 

add  that  another  of  the  ♦♦small  men'*  of  ^om  Ford  wrote  was  Stephen  A*  Ikmglas.  In 

the  few  yef^rs  that  followed  the  last  '^ords  that  fell  fror*  thn  locnl  historian's  pen 

both  Lincoln  and  Douglas  became  candidiites  for  the  presidency*     One  rent  asunder  by 

Violence  of  divergent  opinion  on  disunion  end  slavery  the  ancient  depjooratic  party. 

Bougla*  received  62^  of  the  popuXilr  vote  of  that  pnrty  tjnfl  ^reckenHdr^  T.ir.ooln 

received  the  entire  vote  of  hie  particular  party.     Reduced  to  i^ercentuc^s  tm  two 

"  little  raen"  of  whom  Ford  wrote  in  1847,  and  other  historians  ignored,  divided  70^ 
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Of  tlid  T'^oting  i>Oi>ulJfiti0n  of  th»  United  3tat«i.     T  inddtft  i^c«lved  40^^  and  Dcmc^as  SOjS, 
LiaooXn  went  to  the  i)r«^Bidcnoy  to     r«  a  |^*5rt  retelllon  mid  sucoesefully  to  administer 
tbt  gorensamt  throuf^i  the  ^wwiteet  peril  i^ich  it  has  encotmtored  since  Ite  formation^ 
Dougrlas  wentf  it  la  true,  to  i)«feaf ,  and  in  a        months  'to  hie  death,  "but  let  it  be 
recorded,  vfmt  reiiMHal>ere4  aM  gmtefally  a<£lmd«rledged  toniJ^it,  th<a,t  he  was  inflnitel;^ 
g;reater  in  d^th  than  he  was  in  life*     With  hie  last  words  he  cast  his  migiht;/  infltu* 
enee  f or  the  preservation  of  the  tfnlon  and  the  stippressioi  of  femied  rehellion. 

Lincoln  dwelt  with  the  ©OBiw>nplftiM^f^with  the  ordinaiy  RM?.n,  with  the  average 
litigation,  with  the  average  ^rer*     Me  walked  on  mother  %^rXh.  44^i  amidst  coanon 
things  living  the  greater  j>nr%  of  his  life  in  hardship  and  wearying  trials*  Obscurity 
and  poverty  were  his  e&rly  0(»apftnions*     He  studied  the  saiae  few  hooks  r^nd  learned  the 
same  siiziple  truths  that  others  learned  or  raif^t  hsve  learned  in  his  tine*     He  is  a 
giM>&t  emmple  th»t  it  is  ne^  a  glttt  of  isany  hoolcs  that  gives  understanding*     It  is 
the  digestion  rmA  assimilation  of  a  few  good  ones  that  2uii$  f&vm  human  oharacter. 
Hot  a  book,  not  a  ocxfx^tnplaoe  thing:,  not  an  advantage  that  Ilnooln  had  is  not  open  to 
every  /onerioan  hoy  in  the  repuhlio  tod?iy.     How  ccxmion  it  all  seeiiiiB* 

But  few  Even  r^re  living  today  wl«>  remoniber  the  ahtise  Hifet  Lincoln  endured, 
we  are  prone  to  think  that  rnodem  polities  has  defjenerated*     It  has  only  perpetuated 
its  evils*     He  said  on  one  oeoasion  that  he  who  was  forgiving  and  friendly  by  nsiture 
seemed  to  be  fated  always  to  be  in  struf^^les  that  rMised  great  perscmal  bitterness* 
How  strange  it  sounds  today  to  rei^at  what  teas  said  Of  hira  while  he  carried  the  bur- 
dens of  the  last  sad  yenrs  of  his  life*     Said  one  veherrtent  oritio: 

'Notwithstanding  the  ecsrptiness  of  Mr*  Lincoln's  mind  X  think  we 
shall  yet  succeed  in  making  this  ii  deoent  land  to  live  in« 
With  chronic  whig  distrust  and  ienoranoe  of  the  x^eople  Lincoln 
halts  and  f«y\rs.     He  is  a  first  rate  second  rate  raan*** 

Onoe  more  the  oritio  spoke i 

**I  want  somebody  to  ocou|^  the  presidential  chuir  who  believes  in 
God  and  the  people,  in  Justice  and^ the  masses*" 

This  was  said  in  Mf^y  1863,     Again  in  1863  these  unkind  words  were  8j[.«kens 


"Cea.".  to  lean  on  the  gaymmnt  »t  ITaBhlneton.     U  U  a 
Mad.  If  not  wrM.     S«  will  low  ub1.»  ««  l«opl«  are  aW«  to 
riae  out  the  storm  without  th«  captain  or  tiie  pilot.     \.e  aatx 
nmlwr  t!»  wry  jawjaaioeg  sad  noral  oallo»M»»»  whicli  np^J 
Lincoln  In  1660  an  avall&ble  oindldete  whm  rjiger  end  half  •*>«>«- 
t«a  partlw  «r«  utrurgltoe  for  victory  i«co.iar»ly  in*«  hlim. 
a  poor  leader,  wtter  «M»  no  lof^dar  tt  =11  In  a  ori.ls  lUta  th... 

These  depreaeine  aeatlwnta  fell  from  the  lli«  of  the  greateat  pUtfem 
orator  ^  eteerl,  agitator  of  hie  s«:.ration  -  endell  rhlUip..  ^History  =n4  the 
lmi*rtlal  trl1«nal  before \*lch  po.terlt,  ha.  rendered  Its  Terdlot  aocUlm  how 
™aoh  gr«-ter  Llnooln  wa.  than  »n  hi.  critic.     How  from  their  .^rld  word.  «X 
their  bltteme...  their  oo»t«»ptuous  dlsltee.  and  the  Ta»t  cl,-aK.r  of  the  nr^ 
tongued  free  pre...  he  ca«e  unecathed.'     ETen  from  those  Inatrument.  which  .l».d 
to  de.troy  he  fereed  the  weapon,  of  rl*t.ou.r«-  1.  rreat  ««reenol...  At>o« 
the  injuetlce  and  the  hltt.me..  he  roae  eerene  cnA  trluuflph-'-nt  »d  wrote  the 
^  oloai-^o^^S^  weed,  until  the  curtain  fell  on  nortnl  gaae.  He 

tr.™.lated^he  co™.o«pl:^oe  of  his  earl^  life  by  the  .trone.  "Icher^ 
to  the  high  level  of  great  cre..tlr.  .t,-=.te«»n.hlp  ™a  the  .ubll«lty  of  «^«rlnB 
„oral  truth,  embodied  in  «i«lni.tration.     ^»  will  not  try  to  analy...  we  will 
only  .top  to  note,  to  rer.re  and  admire',  to  j.^  o»-  r.n«f        <«'  'i""*" 

to  the  el^ple.  i»werful  character  that  built  out  ot  the  routine  of  .ro.,lo 
life  a  ,a,-*ty  structo.-.  of  noble  deed..     Let  it  .1*  deep  into  our  conviction. 
tonl,*>t  the  i^eat  war  i^  which  Mnccln  was  the  o«.tr.l  fle»«  .ould  hrve  «.d.d 
1„  hr.lf  th.  ti«.''iSi'Wf  .  ™lUlou  live.        co.u..tle.s  treasure  if  the  tMlon 
had  been  prepr.rcd  to  flRht  when  Surta-ter  fell  In  Ajrll  1861-. 


